Year Six Home Learning Pack Spring Three Part 6

Semi-colons explained for primary-school parents | Using semi-colons | TheSchoolRun Click on

this link to find the information about the semi colon. There is a cheesy, but helpful, song to listen
to, and great video to watch about using colons and semi colons. You will find it very helpful in
improving your sentences at the highest year 6 level.

‘What is a semi-colon?

A semi-colon is a punctuation mark that is used to separate two independent (main) clauses that are closely
related.

it Looks like a dot and a comma, one on top of the other:

@
®

A main or independent clause is a clause that contains a subjsct and an object. Main clauses make sense on
their own. For example:

.cleaned-
Vi t N

subject verb object

How are semi-colons used?

Semi-colons are mainly used within a sentence to separate clauses. The clauses must be on the same theme
be joined together with a conjunction: the semi-colon takes the place of the conjunction within the

It was cold and the sun was shining.

|

It was col@)the sun was shining.

» commas and semi-colons make the reader ‘pause’ when they come acros:
ma, for longer and more deliberately with a semi-c

se for a short time with a

I love to sing; my brother loves to dance.
A pessimist sees the difficulty in every
opportunity; an optimist sees the
opportunity in every difficulty.

The town was deserted;
everyone was on holiday.

Semi-colons can also be used to separate items within a list, to help clarify internal groups if the list already
contains internal commas. For example:

My dregm band would includf: Bruce Springsteen on
vocn@\mm:‘ Page on lead guitar, acoustic guitar
and back-up vocals and Dave Grohl on drums,
The team will be made up of Jane Smith, swimmer;
John Black, cyclist; and Amelia Lee, runner.

Freddie quickly opened a beautiful,

his eyes; colourful
butterfly
emerged
and
fluttered
away.

G

The two the

volleyball hurricane

players e wias now ot

leapt up full force,

to defend =7

the shot;

The I-bot's

inventors

had given

him a

working

brain;

the troffic lights had
malfunctioned.

b

we we
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To use semi-colons to punctuate independent clauses correctly, a good grasp of what a clause is really does help!

In the primary curriculum it is accepted that there are two types of clause: a main or independent clause and a
subordinate or dependent clause.
¢ Amain clause is a sentence that makes sense on its own

A subordinate (supporting) clause is relies on another part of the sentence to make sense.

If there is more than one clause in a sentence, they might be joined together by a coordinating tion (out,
however) or by a semi-colon,

Whether a semi-colon, comma or conjunction is used to link the two clauses is the author's choice. In the case of
semi-colons, they mark the end of one independent clause and the beginning of another, so they can be used
instead of a coordinating conjunction, comma or even a full stop

[Show/afcloser]
{twolindependant,
[clausesss

. ] Insert a semi-colon into the correct place in the following
? ? two sentences:

° B

9 9 It was cold and wet they really wanted to go home.

The ornament was no longer on the desk they
; ; wondered if someone msfolen it.

Can you match the independent clause to the
correct end clause using a semi colon?

Either cut and match the sentences, or copy
them in your best handwriting; don’t forget to
use the semi colon.

Some of the pieces don’t have a pair, can you
add either the beginning or ending phrases to
the sentences?
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In the distance, Jack

the steam train skilfully

approached over the rode his

bridge; surfboard
to the

Charlie devoured a
large piece of delicious
apple pie;

The chrysalis began to
split slowly open;

i Ii ; share.

John hod
packed
shorts,
shirts,
flip-flops
and strow
hat.

Zak kindly
offered to
help her
up off the
floar.

The scuba diver swam there was
deep helow the ocean’s three
surface; quarters
left for the
rest of the
family.
Due to the high the car
winds, the tall trees waited
were bent sideways; patiently
behind the
barriers of
the level
crossing.
The cars collided -
together on the main =
road; gr_ﬂ:'i-
i i

there was no one to be
seen in his bedroom.

A semicolonfjis used to link phrases.
It is a better transition between two
related sentences than a full stop,

as it continues the thouqht.

He suddenly remembered

what it wasf

he had forgotten to lock the gate.
Ostriches have a mean streak§

A colonnjs used before JeScril:in‘j

or further explaining something

previously mentioned in 3 sentence,

or when introducing a list.
He had done all of the following :

brought the ostriches in for the night,

fed the ostriches

and collected the ostrich eggs.
Farmer Frank had a sneaking
suspicion he had forgotten

hig, powerful legs§
and a tendency to charge.

\

something : something important,




Insert the colons:

=

Kelly wants to play outside she loves being outdoors in the winter,
2. I think T'll go to the 7 00 PM movie later.

3. I've been to four continents Africa, North America, South
America ond Asia.

4. My friends think I'm funny I always moke a fool of myself with
them.

6. To Whom It May Concern

6. I love healthy foods nuts. fruits. and vegetables.

7. Jill hod to answer the question should she say yes or no?

8. The ingredients are os follows salt. pepper, popcorn and seasoning.
9. There i2 one place I go every Sunday church.

10. Don't forger the number one class rule raise your hand.

A sami-codon looks ke 3 dot over a commia. It can be usad instead of 0 coondirating \\
confunction to join bwo related independent clauses, For example, I you wantsd to join
the bwo senlences below, you have two choices,

The mountasing ane beautiful, 1 enjoy hilang n them.

Oroice 10 use the coordnatng oomjunction, “se”, The mountairs: gee besuiiul, = | srjoy hilkieg in them,
CFoce 1 e 5 serm-colon, The mopniars are Sesgtiful; | ergoy Bkeng in Bem

Jolkn sach santence palr using & semi-colon,
1. He lives near the beach. The salty air is making his car rust.

2. We did an experiment in class. All the students participated.
3. It was a very hot day. | had to use a fan to keep cool.

4. My friend was feeling sick. [ walked heér to the nurse’s office.

5. The traffic on the freeway was horrible. 1 decided to wait.

6. My class is having a party tomorrow. I'm bringing chips and salsa.

7. The big dog scared the little boy. He ran the other way.

8. Steven’s book report is due on Friday. He is reading the book now.

9. Pam and Lisa had a fight. They are not talking to each other today.

10. Popsicles are on sale at the store. My dad bought me one. }.)

i




Semi-colons

Activity One:

Rewrite the sentences out below, inserting semi-colons in the
correct place.

1) Coll me tomorrow I will give you my answer then,

2) English was Anna’s hardest subject additionally, she
struggled with science.

3) Susen loves 1o swim her brother likes to dive.
4) My hair is very wet I have just washed it,

5) Climbing a meuntain shouldn't be done when it is raining
the rocks become slippery.

6) I clways recommend Nandos they have o great meny,
Activity Two:

Answer the following questions:

1) What are the two different reasons for using semi-colons
in your writing?

2) What three main things con semi-colons replace when
being used?

3) How might people use semi-colons incorrectly?
4) What's wrong with the following sentence?
My hair is very wet. ice-cream is very cold,
Activity Three:

Create your own sentences that use semi-colons to separate
clouses.
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10. Jay made o dental appomntment. he lost o tocth when the puck hut him
11 Inced the following groceries: milk breod, juice, and butter

1Z. T have one gook to win the roce,

Cﬂn"wﬂ'

Decide whether a colon or » semicolon is meeded and Insert either In the correct
area of (he sentence

I have o dental gppontment on Wednesday at 2.00 PM

Bob ate the pizza Jone ot the burgers.

I went to the cottege my sister went 1o the 200

The restouront served the type of food we afl like: pasta

The speech was stellor: creative, mformative and well presented.
[ wen? to the lbrary, It was closed

Yomorrow will start out sunny. however, rain i$ expected by the

of ternoon
I om sicke T need some Tylero!

To Whom It May Concern
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S(Example of a checklist for @

an explanation text

e Explain in a series of logical steps

o Use present tense (except historical
explanations)

e Use causal language, e.g. ‘because’,
‘the reason that', ‘this results in', and so
on

e Use impersonal language

e Use technical vocabulary

e Lay out the text clearly

o Label diagrams clearly

¢ Include boxes for extra information
e Write in the third person

e Use the passive voice

e Usually use formal vocabulary, e.g.
‘placed’ instead of ‘put’

e Use formal connectives — ‘furthermore’,
‘therefore’, ‘consequently’

s

Using a Semi-colon f—

to Join Two

Independent Clauses

\

4 sami~colon looks Ik a dot over a comma. It can be used instead of o coordinating
conpunctian to join two related independent clauses, For example, if you wanted o join

the two sentences below, you have two choices,

Thee: rourtains are beautifil. 1 enjoy hiking in them.

Croice 1 (e the conrdnatng comjunetion,
Croiee }: e 5 sem-cokon . The: moantaies are Sasutifl; | egoy feking i Swem,

Join each sentence palr using a semi-calon.
1. He lives near the beach. The salty air is making his car rust.

e, Thee mountaien e Besutiul, =n | sy hideg in them,

2. We did an experiment in class. All the students participated.
3. It was a very hot day. [ had to use a fan to keep cool.

4. My friend was feeling sick. I walked her to the nurse’s office.

5. The traffic on the freeway was horrible. 1 decided to wait.

6. My class is having a party tomorrow. I'm bringing chips and salsa.

7. The big dog scared the little boy. He ran the other way.

8. Steven’s book report is due on Friday. He is reading the book now.

9. Pam and Lisa had a fight. They are not talking to each other today.

10. Popsicles are on sale at the store. My dad bought me one.

wy




AT
Deconstructing the text - commentary

e Explanations usually have a series of logical steps.
e The Moon explanation gives a general introduction.

o It then takes an important idea — motion of the Moon ... [Add 1st arrow between the two
planning circles]

o ... which causes the phases so it is logical to link these two paragraphs. [Add 2nd arrow)
e Then another important idea — gravity ... [Add 3rd arrow]
e ... which causes tides on Earth.

e The order of the paragraphs needs careful consideration. Try to make the order a series of
logical steps wherever possible.

e A final paragraph will round off the explanation by adding some general remarks.




Present tense.

Example of analysis of The Moon

X

Introduction
to orlentate
the reader
by giving
general
information.
Written in
the third
person
throughout.

Formal
vocabulary
used
instead of
‘look’.

Formal
connective,

i

A moon is a large body or mass of material that ol . iy
> much smaller than the planet. The diameter of the Earth®s Moon is 2 160 miles
This compares with the diameter of the Earth at about 4 000 miles. The Earth has
only one moon. Mars has two moons, while Jupiter has ning moons.

The Moon orbits around the Earth, taking approwmately 29 @
co i, The Mcon rotates on its axis at the same rate, such that the same

e of the Moon always faces the Earth.

As the Moan traveis around the Earth, different v e that is
Hiurminated by the Sun and the side that |s dark ane seen, The views create the

. half circle, or full. The Moon is sometimes visible

Moon can appear like 3 ¢
H sunlight that is

ime. The M

appears brighter at night becau

Views of the Moon from a spot

/I Technical vocabulary.

Specific
details.

Causal

; language.

i

different phases of the Moon, Consequently at different tines of the menth, the / V

Passive
voice.

Formal
vocabulary
used instead
of ‘can be
seen’.

Impersonal
language
throughout
- no
personal
pronouns.

Diagrams

on the Earth at night and during the day

Furthermare, the gravity of the Mcon is one-sixth the gravity on the Earth. This
means that a person who has a mass of 90 kg oMNgrth would have a mass of

affects the Earth, ts gravity reaches the Earth and pulls the cceans
Moon, causing the tides.
see www.schoolforchansp ions.comscience fmoon,

Paragraphs clearly

laid out and give

order to the explanation: 1 = intro,
2 = orbiting, 3 = phases, 4 = gravity.

clearly
labelies.

Specie
detzils.
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The Moon

A moon is a large body or mass of material that orbits around a planet. It is usually
much smaller than the planet. The diameter of the Earth's Moon is 2 160 miles.
This compares with the diameter of the Earth at about 4 000 miles. The Earth has
only one moon. Mars has two moons, while Jupiter has nine moons.

The Moon orbits around the Earth, taking approximately 29% days for a
complete orbit. The Moon rotates on its axis at the same rate, such that the same
side of the Moon always faces the Earth.

As the Moon travels around the Earth, different views of the side that is
illuminated by the Sun and the side that is dark are seen, The views create the
different phases of the Moon. Consequently at different times of the month, the
Moon can appear like a crescent, half circle, or full. The Moon is sometimes visible
in the daytime. The Moon appears brighter at night because of sunlight that is
reflected off its surface.

Sun

Views of the
Moon at
daytime

Views of the
Moon at night

Views of the Moon from a spot
on the Earth at night and during the day

Furthermore, the gravity of the Moon is one-sixth the gravity on the Earth. This
means that 2 person who has a mass of 90 kg on Earth would have a mass of
only 15 kg, if measured on the Moon. That is why the astronauts were able to
jump so high when they were on the Moon. The force of gravity from the Moon
affects the Earth. Its gravity reaches the Earth and pulls the oceans toward the
Moon, causing the tides.

see http//www.schoolforchampions.com/science/moon.htm

[ —



The Earth

The Earth is a rotating sphere that orbits the Sun, Its tilt causes it to have seasons of warmer and colder
weather. Its unique relationship with the Sun allows it to sustain life, The Earth also has a magnetic field.
The Earth is approximately a sphere, The shape of the Earth is similar to that of the Moon and the
Sun: spherical like a ball or a globe. This has been proven by space vehicles circling the Earth, as well as
from photographs of the Earth taken from space. Its globe shape is slightly flattened at the poles.

As well as orbiting the sun, the axis of the Earth tilts. The tilt is always in the same direction.

N
Winter

S

The tilt of the Earth is in the same direction

The reason the seasons change has 1o do with how directly the Sun is shining on that particular part of
the Earth. When the Northern half of the Earth (or Northemn Hemisphere) is in the part of the orbit around
the Sun where the sunlight shines more directly on it, the days are longer and less sunlight is reflected.
That is summer, and the weather becormes warmer.

Sunlight shines more directly in summer

~€— Sunlight

.......................................

Due to the spherical shape of the Earth, there is more daylight in the summer the closer you get to the
pole. When you cross the Arctic Circle in the Northern Hemisphere or the Antarctic Circle in the Southem
Hemisphere, daylight can last for 24 hours in summer. That is why it is called ‘the land of the midnight Sun'.

On the other side of the orbit around the Sun, the angle of the sunlight is steeper, resulting in more
light being reflected. Also, the days are shorter. This results in the colder weather of winter.

Sunlight reflects off at a steeper angle in winter




Example of a checklist for ®\ March Eiumox

an cxplanmi()n text ¥
e Explain in a series of logical steps June ¢ Decembe
Solstice ¢ Solstice
e Use present tense (except historical N . / _ »
explanations) B Spring Winter

Use causal language, e.g. ‘because’,
‘the reason that', ‘this results in', and so

ol / Summer ~ Autumn
e Use impersonal language

Use technical vocabulary

Lay out the text clearly

/

September Equinox © timeanddate.com

Label diagrams clearly

nclude boxes for extra information

Write in the third person

Use the passive voice

Usually use formal vocabulary, e.g.
‘placed’ instead of ‘put’

Use formal connectives — ‘furthermore’,

1
; ‘therefore’, ‘consequently’

B ‘ /

. Waxing  Full :
S st Gibhous Moon YVaning

Waxing O'azgsr Gibbous

CrOSCOﬂ[ Qua rter
Moon

Waning

New Moon
e Crescent

29.53 Day
Lunar

Low density of &
incident rays ; Earth \\
A

(northemn winter) ®~, Moon

Sun

High density of
incident rays
(southern summer)




The Earth. which s spherical, inv shape. orbits the Surv in 365 days. (Active. with
embedded clause)

The sunv is orbited by the Earth in 365 days (Passive)

It s know that: all the, planets inv our solar system orbib around o stars the, Sunv
(impersonal, and, a colon)

The Surv is orbited, by the Earth: it takes 365 days to complete one revolution.
(Passinve with, a semi-colon and, technical, vocabulary.)

Canv youw improve these sentences?
The Moon orbits the, Earthe

Tt takes 295 day to orbit once.

The Earth spins on arv amis.

The Earth, is tilted, onv arv asis.

An amis s an imaginary line throughy the, centre, of the, Earth,
The equator is the imaginary line, around, the, centre, of the, Earth.
The, Moon orbits the, Earth

The Earths orbits the Sun.

The seasons are made: because of the, Earthe tilt

You main writing taks this time is write an explaination text about what you understand about
the Moon, Earth and Sun, | have included some information here, don’t forget to check out the
BBC bitesize about seasons and the Purple Mash. | look forward to reading your work.




5

The Sun-To infinity and beyond-Task 1

The Sun

The Sun is the star at the centre of our solar system. That is why it is called a solar system.
The word solar means ‘relating to the Sun’. The planets in our solar system stay together
because the Sun is so big its gravity keeps us all locked in orbit.

Making Energy:

The Sun provides almost all the energy, light and heat needed on Earth mainly using hydrogen
and helium. Energy is made at its core in the centre of the Sun's sphere. Around the core is the
radiative zone which carries the energy to the next layer — the convection zone. It takes about
170,000 years for the energy to move from the core to the convection zone! The photosphere is
at the 5un’s surface and the energy gets to there from the convection zone in large bubbles. From
here, the energy escapes (through the chrnmnsphere and corona) and some nj' it comes to Earth. It

takes about B minutes for heat to reach us _fn:lm the Sun.

Did you know?

Surface temperature: 5505°C

Distance to Earth: 149.6 million km

Radius: 696,342 km

Circumference: 4,366,813 km (2,713,406 miles)

Mass: 1,989,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000kq

(About 1.3 million Earths could fit inside the Sun)

Lifespan:

The Sun is actually a yellow dwarf star and was created about 4.6 killion years age. The Sun will
eventually run out of energy and fade, but don't worry...this won't be for another 4.5 to 5.5 billion
years yet! Before the Sun eventually fades, in an unimaginable time from now, it will get bigger and
turn into what is called a ‘red giant'. In 1.1 billion years from now, the Sun will be 10% brighter
than it is today. This will make Earth a bit like a greenhouse — hot and moist. 3.5 billion years
from now, it will be even brighter than that: at 40% more than it is today. This will be so hot that
the oceans will boil and the ice will melt. It's safe to say that then there will be no life on Earth by
then, but with space travel already making new discoveries and exploring other planets, where do
you think humans will be by then?

e > - L3
AWK L RTINS

Phota cowrtesy of (Martin Cothroe@flickr.com] - grantad undar creativa commens licance - atiribution




1. What gases is t Sun mainly run from?

2. How long does it take energy to reach the Earth from the Sun?

3. In the final paragraph the author uses the word “unimaginable”.
Why have they used this word?

4. In the text the Sun is referred to as what type of star?

5. List the different layers of the Sun from the centre to the outside
6. What keeps our solar system of planets orbiting the Sun? Use a
dictionary to find the definition of this word.

7. According to the text, what does e word Solar mean? Think of two
(or more) examples where we use the word “Solar”.

8. Will the Sun last forever? Explain your answer.

9. IN the final paragraph it says that Earth will become ‘a bit of a
greenhouse’. A greenhouse is warm and moist inside because of the
glass that lets heat and light in and keeps it in. Our Earth is not
surrounded by glass, so what will let the heat and light in and keep it
in?

10. Look at the final line-where do you think humans will be by
then?

Ready for a night time adventure?
Then 3, 2, 1... Liftoff!



https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjB68Dwi7rYAhXKshQKHVxzAcMQjRwIBw&url=https://www.thinglink.com/scene/763110678369140737&psig=AOvVaw3AUwGQtGc5XI8D6a_XGSfC&ust=1515010446903843

As the Moon travels around the Earth, we see different parts of the Moon
that are lit by the Sun. These are called phases of the Moon.

OFirst Quarter

Waxing Crezcent

S —
O <

Waxing Gibbous

O

The Sun

Mew Moon

Full Moon <::

‘) Earth :
O

Waning Crescent
Waning Gibbous

Last Quarter

' . deng WOXln ¥ Ly
Waxing Gibbous ~ Full Moon Gibbous Cres cer?t Crescent

OO00®

Phases of the Moon - full moon, gibbous moon, half moon, crescent moon, new moon, waxing ,waning

Moon’s orbit: 29.5 days, lunar month

Orbit, planets, revolve, sphere

Why Does the Moon Waxing and Waning
Appear to Change Shape?
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Do you know what
a blue moon is?

A Blue Moon is a term
for the second of two
full moons in a single
calendar month.
Another definition says
a Blue Moon is the
third of four full moons
in a single season.

=)

10 facts about the Moon

1) The Moon is a dusty ball of rock, measuring 3,476km in
diameter - that's roughly a quarter of the size of Earth.

2) Its surface is home to mountains, huge craters and flat

planes called ‘'seas’ made of hardened lava.

3) The Moon is Earth’s only natural satellite - a celestial body
that orbits a planet. Its orbit around our planet is shaped like a

slightly squashed circle known as an ellipse.

4) It takes 27.3 days for the Moon to travel all the way around

the Earth and complete its orbit.

5) Although the Moon shines bright in the night sky, it doesn’t
produce its own light. We see the Moon because it reflects

light from the Sun.

6) Ever noticed how the Moon appears to change shape each
night? That's because as the Moon orbits the Earth, the Sun
lights up different parts of its surface - so it's just our view of
the Moon that's changing, not the Moon itself. Find out more in

feature!

our fascinating

7) As the Moon travels, it rotates on its own axis, just like our
planet. It takes roughly the same amount of time for the Moon
to make a full rotation as it does for it to complete its orbit. This

means we only ever see around 60% of the Moon's surface

8) The temperature on the Moon varies from super hot to
super cold! When the Sun hits its surface, temperatures can

reach a scorching 127°C. But when the Sun ‘goes down’,

temperatures can plummet to around -153°C. Brr...

9) Like Earth, the Moon has gravity (the force that pulls things
towards the ground). But the Moon's gravity is weaker, only
one sixth of the Earth’s gravity, in fact. That means you'd

weigh much less if you were to stand on the Moon!

10) Scientists aren’t entirely sure how the Moon formed. A
popular theory is that a Mars-sized rock, named Theia, crashed
into Earth around 4.5 billion years ago. The debris from the

collision clumped together to make what is now... Our Moon!




