Lunar New
Year

On the 12 of February 2021 it was the Chinese New Year otherwise known as the
Lunar New Year.

Unlike our calendar each year is represented by an animal. 2021 is the Year of the
Ox. Which year are you? Research the years that your family members were born.
You could also create some fantastic artwork around this topic. The Chinese New
Year is not on the same day each year, like easter it changes date. If you are a
Januarys/ early February just check which year you belong to.
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A long time ago, in China, the Jade Emperor decided there should be a way to
measure time. He told the animals that they were to compete in a race. The first
twelve animals would be rewarded by having a year named after them.

On the day of the race, all the animals lined up beside the river. The rat and the cat,
who were good friends, were worried as they were not very good at swimming.
They asked the ox if he would carry them across on his back.

The ox agreed and they jumped on his back. When the race started, the rat and the
cat were very pleased that the ox had taken the lead. They were almost across at
the other side when the rat pushed the cat into the water and jumped on the bank
to finish first!

“Well done!” said the Jade Emperor to the rat. “The first year of the Zodiac will be
named after you.” The poor ox was tricked into second place and so the second
year of the Zodiac was named after him.

Shortly after, the exhausted tiger arrived on the river bank. Swimming the river had
been very difficult, as he had to fight strong currents.

The next to arrive was the rabbit, who hadn’t swum across but hopped across on
some stepping stones and then onto a floating log which carried him to the river
bank. “I shall call the fourth year after you,” the surprised Jade Emperor saidTaking
fifth place was the dragon. “How come you didn’t win the race, when you could fly
across?” the Emperor asked.

“| stopped to help some animals,” the dragon explained.

Heading towards the line was the horse. Just as the Emperor thought the horse
would cross, the sly snake wriggled around one of the horse’s hooves. The horse
was so surprised that he jumped backwards, giving the snake a chance to slither
forward and take sixth place. The horse made it for

seventh place.

Not long afterwards, a raft arrived carrying the monkey, the rooster and the goat.
They explained how they had worked as a team to get across. The

Emperor was very pleased. He said the goat would be the eighth year, the monkey
the ninth and the rooster the tenth.

The next animal to arrive was the dog. “What took you so long, when you’re such a
good swimmer?” asked the Emperor.

“The river was so clean that | decided to have a bath along the way,” the dog
explained. He was rewarded with the eleventh year.There was one place left in the
Zodiac and the Emperor wondered who the last winner would be. All of a sudden,
the pig turned up. “You took a long time. What happened?” the Emperor asked.

“I was hungry and stopped to eat, then | fell
asleep,” said the pig. The twelfth year was
given to the pig.




As for the cat, he finally crawled out of the river, but was too late to have a year
named after him. He was very angry with the rat for pushing him in and since then,
cats have never been friends with rats!

This is the beginning of our version of the Zodiac race. Please write what happened
in your own words.

Mamé/moon&ogaﬂqej—odejEmperwdmdsd/thobhewontedJ@
way of measuring time. So he concocted o plan to- make a race.
Eachs animal, would take o year depending on the place that
Uneg/cam& ThewnMg;mbondooboskedthekindOoototoke
themy across the river: the o was a lovely, kind fellowr so- he
ogxeedj—usta&ﬂ\eg/wex\eobow}tocpos&thehneﬂ\e

v the rver The ox, mmwhd&um&happg/totokesemnd/

and, althoughs he: was exhausted. he claimed, third, place. With, o
hopskxpond@&umpﬂmeplud@ghiﬂembb&bmana%edﬁodmm
Fowﬂ*uplacebg/ﬂooilng;oru@log/

Please continue the story of the Zodiac.




The myth behind the Chinese zodiac - Megan Campisi and Pen-Pen Chen - YouTube
—this is a link to help you with the order.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=may2s9j4RLk
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