
Year Six Home Learning Pack Spring Four Part 4 

If you have seen any of the news recently you would have heard a lot about Mars and our 
exploration of this planet. There have been three major research projects that have either 
landed or are orbiting Mars now. The reason for that is that Mars is orbiting closer to Earth 

than it normally does. NASA has landed a probe that is collecting rocks to bring back to Earth, 
NASA's Perseverance rover, China's Tianwen-1 orbiter and rover, and the United Arab Emirates' Hope orbiter all 

arrived at Mars this February. 
I would like you base your project work from this pack on Mars. Here are a few facts to get you going. You an present 

your project in any way you like. You could make your planet out of cake and put the facts around the plate, make, 
draw, paint the red planet and put your facts on Mars itself, you could make a fact file, write and record a news report. 

  
 

Facts about Mars 

1) Named after the Roman God of war, Mars is the fourth planet from the sun in our solar 
system. 

2) Mars is also known as the ‘Red Planet’ because, well, it’s red! This signature colour comes from 
the large amount of a chemical called iron oxide (or ‘rust’ as you might know it) in its rocks and soil. 

 

3) Mars is the second smallest planet in the solar system after Mercury. With a diameter (distance 
through the middle) of 6,791 kilometres, it’s roughly half the size of Earth. 

4) It can get pretty cold on Mars –– much colder than our own planet, since it’s further away from 
the sun. At the equator, temperatures can reach 20°C, but at its poles they can plummet to as low 
as -140°C. Brr! 

5)  Mars is home to the highest mountain in our solar system –– a volcano called Olympus 

Mons. Standing a whopping 24 kilometres high, it’s about three times the height of Mount 
Everest! 

Did you know…? There are bits of Mars here on Earth! In the past, asteroids hit the Red 
Planet, sending debris into space. Some of this debris landed on our planet as meteorites. 

https://www.planetary.org/space-missions/perseverance
https://www.planetary.org/space-missions/tianwen-1
https://www.planetary.org/space-missions/uae-hope
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/ten-facts-about-space/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/ten-facts-about-space/
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-2.jpg
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-3.jpg
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-6.jpg


6) You could jump around three times higher on Mars than you can on Earth. Boing! This is 
because the planet’s gravity – the force that keeps us on the ground – is much weaker. 

7) Do you like to look at the moon at night? Well, check this out –– Mars has two moons! One is 
called Phobos and the other Deimos. 

8) A day on Mars is 24 hours and 37 minutes –– only a little bit longer than a day on our 
own planet. A year on Mars, however, is almost twice as long, lasting 687 Earth days! This 
is because it takes a lot longer than Earth to complete its orbit around the Sun. 

9) Until recently, scientists believed that there was no liquid water on the surface of Mars –– only 
rocks, soil dust and ice. But… News flash! In 2018, they found evidence of a lake under the 
planet’s south polar ice cap. Exciting stuff! 

Did you know that we have a FREE downloadable Mars primary resource?  

10) Humans have not yet been to Mars, but scientists have sent spacecraft there to help them 
research this fascinating planet. The first spacecraft to land on Mars were the Viking Landers, 
which touched down on the surface in 1976. 
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CREST Awards Library Home    

To follow on from National Science Week 

there is a home learning pack from Crest 

awards. There are 11 topics to choose from 

and each has an activity card, learning 

objective, how to carry out  the investigation 

and recording results All f these activities can 

be done at home.  

Listed here are two of the activities you might 

like to try.  

There is an Early Learning  and 5-7 one also 

available giving you a host of ideas for 

everyone in the family.  

Have fun  

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/science/space/facts-about-the-moon/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/primary-resource/mission-mars-primary-resource/
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-4.jpg
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-5.jpg
https://www.natgeokids.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Facts-About-Mars-Image-1.jpg
https://library.crestawards.org/
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