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Our Mission Statement 
 
Jesus said: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’  These words are at the heart of our school family. 
Within our Catholic community, where prayer, liturgy and reflection are an important part of our daily life, the Christian values of friendship, compassion and forgiveness are shared with all. 
As Catholic Christians, we are guided by the values of the Gospel and the beliefs of our own faith tradition. At the same time, we are respectful of the beliefs of others. We celebrate achievement in all aspects of school and home life – everyone is unique and a child of God. 
 

 
The Nature of Prayer and Liturgy 
 
We believe that Christian worship in a Catholic school is concerned with giving glory, honour, praise and thanks to God. It is our loving response, in word and action, to God’s invitation to enter into a relationship with the Father, made possible through the work of Jesus Christ and the witness of the Holy Spirit. 
‘The celebration of Catholic liturgies and prayers as an integral part of the learning and teaching should enable the school community to become reflective, experience the presence of God and should develop a mature spiritual life.’ (Marcus Stock (2012), Christ at the Centre, Catholic Truth Society, 23.)
 
The Aims of Prayer and Liturgy 
 
We believe that Prayer and Liturgy in our school aims to provide opportunity for all pupils and staff: 
• To worship God 
• To consider spiritual and moral issues and explore their own beliefs 
• To encourage participation and response, whether through active involvement in the presentation of worship or through 
• To listen and join in with the worship offered 
• To develop community spirit, promote a common ethos and shared values, and reinforce positive attitudes 
• To respond to and celebrate life 
• To experience a sense of belonging 
• To enrich religious experience 
• To grow in liturgical understanding and development 
• To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 
• To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’ 

Legal Requirements 

The law requires all maintained Catholic schools to provide an act of daily collective worship (prayer and liturgy) for all pupils, including those in the sixth form (Section 70, 1988 Education Act) that is in accordance with the rites, practices, disciplines, and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church (School Standards and Framework Act 1998, schedule 20; Instrument of Government, clause 2). Academies in England are required by their funding agreement and Articles of Association to comply with similar requirements (The Mainstream Academy and Free School: Supplemental Funding Agreement, December 2020; Model Articles for Catholic Academies, February 2019). 

The law requires all maintained schools to recognise and respect that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children up to the age of 16 from prayer and liturgy (School Standards and Framework Act 1998, s.71(1A)). Sixth-form pupils can choose to withdraw themselves from prayer and liturgy (School Standards and Framework Act 1998, s.71(1B)). 

The school’s provision for prayer and liturgy will fulfil pupils’ entitlement to experience the range of liturgical treasures of the Church, including a shared repertoire of prayers and liturgical music with which pupils in the school will be familiar. Prayer and liturgy are not designated curriculum time. In the context of the Catholic school, this means that times of prayer and liturgy are not considered to be part of the allocation of curriculum time for Religious Education. 

We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all pupils. (This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of worship in school groups.) The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will not be subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including Religious Education. As a rule, acts of worship will take place on the school premises. However, the governing body has the discretion to allow acts of worship to be held elsewhere. In this school, responsibility for arranging Prayer and Liturgy rests with the Governing Body after consultation with the Headteacher. Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Prayer and Liturgy. However, given the importance of Prayer and Liturgy in a Catholic school, parents and prospective parents will be made aware of the fact that it can never be confined to ‘timetabled slots’ but may take place in a variety of contexts other than those which are specifically structured. However, we would like to emphasise that Acts of Prayer and Liturgy will always aim to be a positive experience from which all children can benefit.

The Place of Prayer and Liturgy in the Life of our School 

Prayer and Liturgy takes into account the religious and educational needs of all who share in it: 

• Those who form part of the worshipping community in church; 
• Those for whom school may be their first and only experience of church; 
• Those from other Christian traditions; 
• Those from other faith backgrounds or no faith background. 

It will be a positive experience to which all can contribute and from which all can gain. Prayer and Liturgy in this school is more than just a legal requirement. It is an integral part of school life and central to the Catholic tradition. 

Principles 

Prayer and Liturgy in this school will: 

• Give glory and honour to God; 
• Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character; 
• Develop in children skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship rather than always participating or contributing in a token way; 
• Give children positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 

In order to do this, celebrations will: 
➢ be appropriate to help to personalise the experience; 
➢ thought through carefully and appropriately paced; 
➢ be simple, including a range of experiences offered in a variety of groupings and in a variety of settings. 

Prayer and Liturgy in our school will be: 
• properly prepared using the Celebration of the Word template and following the Liturgical Prayer Structure 
• adequately resourced 
• monitored by the Senior Leadership Team

Overview and Organisation of Prayer and Liturgy 

	Type
	Involves
	Frequency
	Location
	Led by

	Celebrations of the Word – Assemblies referencing the Gospel and Liturgical themes
	All classes
	Weekly, Monday 2.40
	Hall
	Headteacher

	Morning prayer
	All classes
	Daily 9am
	In class
	Teacher

	Grace before meals
	All classes
	Daily before lunch
	In class
	Teacher

	Afternoon prayer
	All classes
	Daily at the end of the day
	In class
	Teacher

	Celebration of the word - Class
	All classes
	This can take place at different times of the week
	In class
	Children/Teacher

	Songs of Praise Assembly
	All classes
	Weekly
Tuesday 2.45
	Hall
	Teacher

	Wednesday Word Assembly
	Y1-Y6
	Weekly, Wednesday 2.45
	Hall
	Children/Teacher

	Catholic Social Teaching Assembly
	Y1-Y6
	Weekly,
Friday 2.45
	Hall
	Assistant Headteacher/Teacher 

	Mass
	All classes
	Timetabled throughout the year
	Hall or St Mary’s Church
	Parish priest

	Stations of the cross
	KS2
	Annually 
Lent towards Holy Week
	Hall
	Teacher



Prayer and Liturgy themes 

	Term
	Catholic Social Teaching Theme
	Special Dedications / Wider Themes

	Autumn 1
	Care of Creation
	Start of the School Year Mass Harvest 
October Month of Mary Black History Month

	Autumn 2
	Preferential Option for the Poor
	Remembrance 
Advent 
Christmas Performances

	Spring 1
	Solidarity and Peace
	Epiphany
Ash Wednesday

	Spring 2
	Community and Participation
	Lent – CAFOD 
Stations of the Cross 

	Summer 1
	Dignity of Workers
	May Month of Mary
Mass for Ascension

	Summer 2
	Dignity
	End of Year Mass
Leavers Mass





Celebration of the Word is held on Monday led by the Headteacher or Assistant Headteacher. Children listen to the week’s Gospel reading and reflect upon it. 
Prayer and Liturgy takes place daily in a variety of forms which includes a Celebration of the Word assembly on Monday, Songs of Praise assembly on Tuesday which is linked to the liturgical calendar and understanding of the gospel, and class Celebration of the Word (which may be planned and led by the children or an adult and which may include a Bible teaching, a song of praise, liturgical and common prayer, and some form of instruction). 
In addition, there are daily prayers in the morning, lunchtime and at the end of each day and both staff and children are encouraged to pray spontaneously. 

The Planning, Content and Delivery of Prayer and Liturgy 

Prayer and Liturgy is planned: 

• following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, The Vine and The Branches, significant dates and the curriculum. Scripture will be the focus in most acts of worship. 
• with flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider community. • to develop skills in pupils that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship.

Recording of Prayer and Liturgy 

Prayer and Liturgy is recorded: 

• in a Celebration of the Word class book containing a planning proforma, themes, leaders, pupil groupings and resources. 
• through displays, collections of pupils’ contributions, prayers, reflections, photographs, videos etc. 

Monitoring and Evaluation 
At least once a year the school’s provision of Celebration of the Word will be evaluated to consider whether it meets the needs of all pupils and whether pupils are making progress in acquiring skills and abilities in organising and leading Celebration of the Word. 

Resources 

Resources available in school include: 

➢ Prayer cloths
➢ Posters
       ➢ Candles 
➢ CAFOD materials 
➢ Bibles 
➢ Religious artefacts
· Prayer at home bags

Eucharist

Eucharist Mass is an integral part of worship at St Mary’s and takes place in school at least once a term. Eucharistic celebrations in school will highlight a special occasion or reflect the season of the Liturgical year. and will normally be celebrated with all children. These Masses are a wonderful opportunity for school and parish to worship together. Mass is celebrated in collaboration with the parish priest, either in school or in St. Mary’s church. The staff and children prepare the music, prayers and readings for these celebrations. The same general principles will apply to planning a Eucharistic celebration as other acts of school worship, therefore opportunities for children to participate will be maximised. Parishioners whenever possible are invited to attend a school Mass. 
       Masses and other services and sacraments that the school participates in and celebrates    
       throughout the year include:                                    
       • Harvest Liturgy 
       • Advent 
       • Christmas 
       • Ash Wednesday 
       • Rosary 
       • Psalm Sunday 
       • Stations of the Cross 
       • Holy Week 
       • Year 6 Leavers Mass at Shrewsbury Cathedral to celebrate Mass with other schools. 


Co-ordinator of Prayer and Liturgy 

The RE Co-ordinator leads all areas of R.E. including Prayer and Liturgy. They will work in partnership with the Parish Priest and the Headteacher to make sure that all Prayer and Liturgy is both Catholic in organisation and content. They inform and enable all members of staff and the children to fully engage in following the Catholic faith. 

Policy Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy is monitored by the Co-ordinator for Prayer and Liturgy and is to be evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff and Governors every two years. The Foundation Governors in particular will play a most important role. 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Chair of Committee: 
 
 
Review date: December 2027
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