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Mission Statement 

Jesus said “Love one another as I have loved you.”

These words are the heart of our school family.

Within our Catholic community, where prayer, liturgy and reflection are valued as part of daily life, the Christian values of friendship, compassion and forgiveness are shared.

Together we are proud of our own faith and beliefs whilst remaining respectful of others.

We celebrate achievement in all aspects of school and home life – everyone is unique and a child of God.

Rationale of Religious Education:

· At the heart of Catholic education lies the Christian vision of the human person. This vision is expressed and explored in religious education. Therefore, we believe that religious education is never simply one subject among many, but the foundation of the entire educational process.
 

· We believe Religious Education is, then, the core subject in a Catholic school.

· Religious education contributes to evangelisation and catechesis but its specific contribution to the Catholic Life of the school is primarily educational and so Religious Education will be planned, taught, assessed and monitored with the same rigour as other curriculum subjects. 

· We understand Religious Education to be the systematic study of the mystery of God and of Jesus Christ, of the Church, and of the central beliefs which Catholics hold.

‘ The outcome of Religious Education is religiously literate young people who have the knowledge, understanding and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to think spiritually, ethically and theologically, and who are aware of the demands of religious commitment in everyday life.’

The Aims of Religious Education

· to promote knowledge and understanding of Catholic faith and life

· to promote knowledge and understanding of the response of faith to the ultimate questions about human life, its origin and purpose

· to promote the skills required to engage in examination of and reflection upon religious belief and practice

Curriculum time allocation:

In line with Bishops’ Conference recommendations, 10% of curriculum time is allocated to Religious Education. This does not include Collective Worship. 
Programme of Study:

The requirements of the RE curriculum are met through the scheme ‘The Vine and The Branches’ which in turn meets the requirements of the Religious Education Curriculum Directory (RED) set out by the Bishop’s Conference of England and Wales. The scheme provides the basis for teaching the doctrines of the Catholic Church. 
Lessons are enriched by using a wide range of resources to stimulate, engage and challenge the pupils. These include relevant videos, music, posters, stories and use of the Bible.  

The RED is broken down into six branches across the liturgical year. Each class works through the RED under the same branch, throughout the school year. The six branches are:  

1. Creation & Covenant 

2. Prophecy & Promise 

3. Galilee to Jerusalem  

4. Desert to Garden 

5. To the End of the Earth 

6. Dialogue & Encounter 

Within each branch, the children will interact through knowledge lenses:  

1. Hear 

2. Believe 

3. Celebrate 

4. Live 

5. Dialogue, this only applies to branch six.

6. Encounter, this only applies to branch six.
A variety of teaching and learning strategies will be used from across the curriculum adapted appropriately to the needs and learning styles of pupils.
Catholic Social Teaching

As a school, we use the Caritas ‘Rooted in Love’ teaching resources to emphasise the seven principles of Catholic Social Teaching (CST) and to inspire students to embody the Catholic Social Teaching principles in their daily lives.

· Life and Dignity of the Human Person: Students will learn to respect the sacredness of all human life and the inherent dignity of each person.

· Call to Family, Community, and Participation: Students will understand their responsibility to contribute to their families, communities, and society.

· Rights and Responsibilities: Lessons will emphasize the importance of protecting basic human rights and fulfilling our responsibilities to others.

· Option for the Poor and Vulnerable: Students will be encouraged to care for and advocate for those in need.

· Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers: Students will learn about the value of work and the rights of workers to fair treatment.

· Solidarity: Lessons will inspire students to see themselves as part of a global family, promoting peace and unity.

· Care for God’s Creation: Students will be taught to care for the environment as stewards of God’s creation.
Assessment, Monitoring, Recording and Reporting
Assessment establishes what children know and understand and can do. It does not assess faith or the practice of faith. Assessment is based on the Ways of Knowing: Understand, Respond and Discern. Assessments are based on observations, artwork, discussion notes, photos as well as written work, and are then used to inform planning. 

The RE Leader/SLT will monitor planning, teaching and assessment on a regular basis.
Progress and achievement in Religious Education is reported to parents/carers in a written report at the end of each academic year.
We believe that all children should have the opportunity to be included in Religious Education and support those children with Special Educational Needs. 

Other Faiths

We will teach the children about other key World Religions in our Multi-faith days that will be held throughout the year. The key faiths that will be covered include Islam and Sikhism.
We aim for our children to accept that we are part of a world religious family within which national, racial and cultural differences should never introduce division. We want our children to understand, appreciate and gain from other religious traditions by approaching and learning in a spirit of openness and humility. 
Our aims are: 
• To understand that we are all children of God 
• To look at, learn about and understand other faiths and cultures 
• To develop a knowledge and appreciation of the skills in music and art of other faiths and communities 
• We will portray Britain as a multi-faith society and endeavour to present a contemporary picture. With this in mind, we will also consider teaching about World Faiths when this is most relevant during the academic year, for example – during a festival or significant time of year for particular religions. This will be in addition to The Vine and the Branches programme. 
• Through our teaching about world faiths, we hope that our children will recognise that we can learn a lot about ourselves and our Catholic Faith by developing our understanding of all religious traditions. Our key message will be of respect. 
Cultures 

As well as learning about world faiths, we want our children to appreciate their own cultural traditions. In our culturally rich society, we value contributions from pupils and adults from all cultural backgrounds. We promote a positive ethos for bi-lingual children in our school and we encourage our children to participate in cultural activities and traditions by: 
• Exploring times and cultures different from our own 
• Welcoming visitors from other cultures to our school 
• Making use of our local community in our studies 
• Making use of resources available to us 
• Visiting places of cultural or historical significance, tradition or perspective 
• Children and staff will use all aspects of the curriculum – Literacy, History, Geography, RHSE, Art, Music, Dance, Drama – to participate in, and to appreciate, their own and other cultural traditions.
Policy review.

This policy will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by the Headteacher and RE coordinator and updated every 2 years.

Management of the subject.

Sarah Rushton, Liam Morgan and Samantha Griffiths, the Headteacher, have responsibility for leading, managing and supporting the delivery of and training in Religious Education.  
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